
 
 
 

  

 

Year 4 
Information 

Pack 

School Mission Statement  

The Family of Holy Rood will try to live, learn, grow and celebrate together, as 

friends, through the love of Christ.  

 

Teachers: 
4 Alban – Miss McKeon 

4 Newman – Mrs Finnegan & Ms Boyle 
 

Teaching Assistants: 
Mrs Frost, Mrs Singh & Mrs Roberts 



 

  

A Welcome Message  

Welcome from the whole of the Holy Rood Year 4 team! 
 

We are looking forward to working alongside you this year to 
promote a love of learning in and outside of the classroom. 
We value the unique gifts and skills of every child and will 

cultivate an environment where they can flourish 
academically, personally and spiritually.  

 
Thank-you for your continued support! 

 

In this pack you will find a selection of materials and 
resources, helping you to support your child at home. 

 
This pack will also explain some of the routines and 

expectations that occur this year. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.E 
 

Children will have two P.E. lessons for which they will need a full Holy Rood P.E. kit. Please 
ensure that your child has suitable footwear relevant to the sport/activity. P.E. kits should be 
brought into school every Monday and taken home every Friday to be washed over the weekend.  

 
If children fail to bring in a P.E kit this may result in your child being unable to participate in 

the lesson due to health and safety. Please note that children are required to remove all jewellery 
and hair must be tied back.  

Every Week … 

Homework 
 

Children will be given weekly homework every Friday which will be due in on the following Friday. 
Homework will be posted on Google Classroom on a Friday. Homework will consist of spellings, a 
maths task, an English task, reading and a half termly task. Children will be given a half-

termly activity related to History, Geography, Art or Design Technology. In addition to this, there 
will be Maths or/and English task sheets to supplement learning in class.  

Spellings 
Children will be given their spellings on 

Friday’s and checked the following Friday. 
They have one week to learn their spellings. 
Children will also need to learn the Year 3 

and 4 statutory spelling list, which is 
attached to this document. 

Times-Tables  
Year 4 children are expected to know their 
multiplication tables off by heart up to x12 
and at speed. Children will be tested weekly 
on a Friday on a range of multiplication 
tables and their related division facts up 
until Christmas. Please ensure you child 

practises their tables as part of their weekly 
homework. 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/  
  

 

 

Reading Books and Reading Records 
 

Children will have their reading books changed on a Monday and Thursday, each week. 
 

Children must hand in their reading record books every day.  We expect they will read for 10-15 
minutes 6 days a week. It is important that an adult signs/initials the reading record to show 

that they have read.  

https://www.timestables.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year … 
Equipment 

 

Each child will be provided with the correct equipment and will need to ensure it is kept safe. 
Children will be given a school pen to use at school.  It would be useful for children to have a 

backup Berol pen at home to use for homework.  

Uniform, jewellery and hair 
 

Children need to be in correct school uniform each day.  No jewellery is to be worn except a 
watch (no smart watches). Earrings MUST be removed.  If a child is unable to remove earrings, 
a letter must be provided by a parent to explain why this is.  It is also expected that children will 
not have ‘fashion’ haircuts that involve the shaving of patterns and lines into the hair.  Please 

note this extends to the use of gel.  All long hair must be tied back with, blue, white or black hair 
bands/ties (no bows).   

All nail polish must be removed for school.  

Trips 
 

Usually, Year 4 is an extremely busy year, which is full of opportunities, so be sure to keep an 
eye out for any information regarding trips.  

The trips we are planning include either Roald Dahl Museum/Verulamium and Warner Bros. 
Studio Tour (dates tbc). 

Handwriting 

This year we will be spending time ensuring that all children write neatly and clearly, encouraging a 
cursive style of writing. We expect the vast majority of children to achieve their pen licence this year. 

The following guidelines will help children to develop their handwriting and meet this target: 

• A correct pen grip is firm but relaxed. The writing implement should be held between the thumb 
and the first finger, resting against the middle finger. 

• Ensure correct letter formation at all times. 

• Ensure correct posture with children sitting comfortably, feet flat on the floor with body upright 
but tilted slightly forward on a chair suited to the height of the table. 

• Children should have good light in order to see what they are writing. 

• The paper position should be adjusted to suit right or left-handers, that is, find the writing 
position which is the most comfortable. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

English Guidance  
Reading in Year 4 

The reading curriculum in Year 4 is based on a wide range of high-quality fiction, 
poetry and non-fiction, including ICT and other visual and multimodal texts, and 

provides opportunities for children to apply their developing reading skills appropriately. 
It introduces children to a range of genres they may not choose for themselves.  It 

would support children’s reading to read a variety of texts at home such as: blogs, e-
books, newspapers, magazines. 

 
Why is reading at home also important? 

Children will have the opportunity to read a range of books and to take these home. 
By including both fiction and non-fiction on a regular basis, this helps the children to 

understand and internalise text organisation and exposes them to the linguistic 
features. Furthermore, hearing texts read aloud helps to embed the transition from 

writing based on spoken language to a more formal, impersonal style. By reading with 
your child you are supporting these benefits and helping your child to continue to 

develop as readers. 
 

What can be done at home to support the development of reading? 
Encouraging your child to read regularly at home is vital. It is important that your 

child is given opportunities to read independently but also to an adult. When your child 
is reading with you, to help develop their comprehension of the text, ask them 5 

questions about the section they have read. Below are a selection of questions you could 
ask your child for both fiction and non-fiction texts. 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjAlMSIlf_cAhUE3qQKHZ8NAy8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://pt.pngtree.com/freepng/hand-painted-watercolor-book_1874780.html&psig=AOvVaw2cO0m7nA8pSqFT1XFK2AnF&ust=1534975899723664


Questions on Fiction Books: 
 

Direct understanding: 
When and where does the story take place? 

What are the characters like?  How do you know this? 
 

Deducing and interpreting: 
Why do you think ……(the character acted in that way)? 

If you were to interview the character, what would you ask them? 
What does this tell you about what (character) was thinking? 

Through whose eyes is the story told? 
Which part of the story was your favourite?  Why? 

What do you think (character) is thinking?  How would you feel if it were you? 
Who would you most like to meet in the story?  Why? 

How did the character change during the story? 
 

Organisation and structure: 
Were you surprised by the ending?  Why? 

How would you end the story? 
How does the end of the story link back to the beginning? 

Why is that word written in italics/bold/etc? 
 

Language use: 
Why do you think the writer chose these words? 

How has the author used adjectives to describe the character? 
What effect has the author created by using that phrase? 

What does the word (‘scrambled’) tell you about how (Susie got dressed)? 
Why do you think the author has mentioned …… in the story? 

What do these words tell you about ….? 
Why did the author choose this title do you think? 
How has the author made you want to read on? 

How has the author made it appear frightening/sad/etc? 
Which part of the story best describes the setting? 

 
Overall effect: 

Can you think of another story with a similar theme (good over evil/wise over foolish/etc)? 
Why did the author choose this setting? 

Could the story have been better?  Is it as good as …?  Why? 
Do you think that the writer believes …. exist?  How can you tell that the author has this opinion? 

How does the author make you feel about …..? 
 

Relating texts to similar themes and other stories: 
Do you know any other stories that have the same issues? 

What do you think this character would think about … (e.g. how he was treated)? 
Does the story remind you of anything that has happened to you? 

Does it have the same story structure as any other stories you know? 
Which others stories have openings/endings like this? 
How would you feel if you were treated like ….? 

 
 



Questions on Non-Fiction Books: 
 

Direct understanding: 
Questions about facts that have been read. 

Where did you find the information about …? 
How could you find out about …..?  Where would you look (sub-headings, pictures, labels, 

etc)? 

 
Deducing and interpreting: 

Which parts of the book could help you find the information you need? (e.g. contents, index, 
glossary) 

What sort of person would find this book useful?  Why? 
When would someone want to read this type of book? 

 
Organisation and structure: 

What kind of text is this (e.g. non-fiction, information)?  How do you know? 
Which words tell you what order to follow the text in (first, next, finally)? 

How does the layout help you to find the information? 
How have the different parts been made clear? 

How do the pictures help? 
Why is that section written in bold/italics? 

Why have these words been made to stand out? 
Why is that part written in smaller font? 

Why is that word in italics (referring to glossary)? 
What are the subheadings for? 

Why has that information been presented in a table? 
What do the arrows show you about the structure of the text? 

Why has that writing been put into boxes? 
 

Language use: 
What do these words mean?  Why did the author choose to use them? 

What do these words tell you about …..? 
Why did the author choose this subheading? 

How do the pictures help you to understand the explanation? 
 

Overall effect: 
How does this affect the way you think about ….? 

Which illustrations do you find most useful? 
Did you find the book interesting?  Why? 

 
Relating texts to others with similar themes: 

What other information books have you read?  In what ways are they similar or different? 
What do information books have in common? 

Have you read any other books about the same subject?  How does this one compare? 
 

 



Year 3/4 Spelling words 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

accident(ally) 
actual(ly) 
address 
answer 
appear 
arrive 
believe 
bicycle 
breath 
breathe 
build 

business 
calendar 
caught 
centre 
century 
certain 
circle 

complete 
consider 
continue 
decide 
describe 

different 
difficult 
disappear 

early 
earth 

eight/eighth 
enough 
exercise 

experience 
experiment 
extreme 

 

famous 
favourite 
February 

forward(s) 
fruit 

grammar 
group 
guard 
guide 
heard 
heart 
height 
history 
imagine 
increase 

important 
interest 
island 

knowledge 
learn 
length 
library 
material 
medicine 
mention 
minute 
natural 
naughty 
notice 

occasion(ally) 
often 
opposite 
ordinary 
particular 

 
 

peculiar  
perhaps 
popular 
position 

possess(ion) 
possible 
potatoes 
pressure 
probably 
promise 
purpose 
quarter 
question 
recent 
regular 
reign 

remember 
sentence 
separate 
special 
straight 
strange 
strength 
suppose 
surprise 
therefore 

though/although 
thought 
through 
various 
weight 
woman 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calculation Policy Guidance Year 4 

Addition Subtraction Multiplication Division 

Add or subtract the 
nearest multiple of 10 or 
100, then adjust  
Continue as in Year 2, 3 
and 4 but with appropriate 
numbers e.g. 458 + 79 = 
is the same as 458 + 80 - 
1  
 
Pencil and paper 
procedures  
Expanded methods as Year 
4, leading to formal 
method, showing numbers 
carried underneath.  
358  
+ 73  
431  
   1  1  
 
Extend to numbers with at 
least four digits  
 
3587 + 675 = 4262  
 
3587  
+ 675  
4262  
   1  1  1  
 

Extend to decimals (same 
number of decimals places) 
and adding several 
numbers (with different 
numbers of digits). 

Find a small difference by 
counting up as in previous 
years  
 
Subtract the nearest 
multiple of 10 or 100, and 
then adjust.  
Continue as in Year 2, 3 
and 4 but with appropriate 
numbers.  
 
Partitioning and 
decomposition  
 

600  140   1  
700+ 50 + 4  
       80 + 6  
600+ 60 + 8  
 
Leading onto  
6 1 4 1  
   7 5 4  
- 2 8 6  
4 6 8  

 

Use the grid method of 
multiplication (as below)  
 
Extend to HTU x U  
 
123 x 7  

 

X 100 20   3  

7  700  140 21  

 

= 700  
 
140  
+ 21  
861  
 
TU xTU  
72 x 38 is approximately 
70 x 40 = 2800  
 

x    70       2  

30  2100   60  

8    560     16  

 

 

2660 76  
= 2660  
+ 76  
______  
2736  
______  
1  
 
Decimals  
Using similar methods, 
they will be able to multiply 
decimals with one decimal 
place by a single digit 
number, approximating 
first. They should know 
that the decimal points line 
up under each other. 

Children will continue to 
use written methods to solve 

short division TU ÷ U.  
 
Children can start to 
subtract larger multiples of 
the divisor, e.g. 30x  
 

Short division HTU ÷ U  
 

196 ÷ 6  
 
32 r 4  
6 ) 196  
- 180        (30x 6)  
    16  
-   12        ( 2x 6)  
      4  
Answer : 32 remainder 4 
or 32 r 4  
 
Sometimes there is a need 
to round answers depending 
on the context  

Maths Guidance  



Multiplication grid 
Highlighted in green are the 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables, which the children should be confident with from 

previous years. Highlighted in yellow are the 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12 times tables, which will be the focus this year. Weekly 

tests will consist of a mixture of previously learnt and newly practised times tables. 

 

 

x 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

2 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 

3 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 

4 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 44 48 

5 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 

6 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 72 

7 7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70 77 84 

8 8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 88 96 

9 9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90 99 108 

10 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 

11 11 22 33 44 55 66 77 88 99 110 121 132 

12 12 24 36 48 60 72 84 96 108 120 132 144 



Writing guidance 
Progression in sentence structure.  Over the year, our aim is for the children’s writing to include a number of 
features required for ‘working at’ (expected level) for Year 4 as well as previous years.   
These are: 

• Y2 Capital Letters and full stops 

• Y3 apostrophes for possession (e.g Bob’s hat) commas in lists (green, yellow and blue).  

• Y4 commas after adverbials and use of apostrophes 

• Y5 commas separating clauses and parenthesis 

• Y6 semi colons, colons, dashes, hyphens 
 

• Relative clauses (Includes who, which, where, that e.g The Olympian, who won the gold, was ecstatic).  

• Conjunctions (e.g although, wherever  The Olympian won the gold whenever they competed). 

• Modal verbs (e.g might, should, could). 

• Parenthesis (extra information added to the sentence using commas, brackets and dashes). 

• Expanded noun phrases (e.g The green leafy tree).  

• Paragraphs 

• Linked paragraphs. 

• Accurate punctuation (full stops and capitals) 

• Using speech marks correctly.  

• Fronted adverbials (Cautiously, they tip toed into the kitchen).  
 

This is what it looks like in structure. 
Year 3 
Eating Habits  
Griffles are incredibly greedy animals. They often think about what to eat for tea while they are eating their lunch! 
A Griffle can easily eat a supersize burger meal, an ice-cream with three scoops and three chocolate muffins before 
breakfast. Never approach a Griffle when it is eating because it might think that you are trying to steal its food. It 
might bite you with its razor sharp teeth! 
Year 4 
Eating Habits 
It is a well-known fact that Griffles are incredibly greedy creatures with huge appetites. Unbelievably, a fully-grown 
Griffle can eat twice its own body weight in food at every meal. Interestingly, a Griffle’s favourite meal contains an 
equal balance of sugar and fat. Therefore, cheesecake makes the perfect snack for a hungry Griffle. As Griffles 
are fiercely defensive of their food, never go near one when it is eating. 
Year 5 
Eating Habits  
Griffles, who are often found in the Hertfordshire countryside, are fascinating creatures. Perhaps the most unusual 
fact about Griffles is that they are incredibly greedy creatures with huge appetites. Unbelievably, a mature Griffle (a 
Griffle is considered fully-grown from 2 years of age) can eat twice its own body weight in food at every meal – 
sometimes more! A Griffle’s favourite meal contains an equal balance of sugar and fat, with a small amount of 
carbohydrate, which they find hard to digest. Therefore, cheesecake – lemon and lime seems to be a popular choice - 
makes the perfect snack for a hungry Griffle. 
Year 6 
Eating Habits  
Griffles (Latin name, ‘Griffalis Gargantious’), who are mostly found in the more rural areas of Hertfordshire, are 
very interesting creatures. Despite their slim appearance, Griffles are wellknown for their huge appetites; a fully-
matured male can eat twice its own body weight in a single meal! However, the question is: if a hungry Griffle were 
to turn up for dinner unexpectedly, what would you feed it? Put together soft full fat cheese, butter, sugar and zesty 
lemons and you have the perfect combination…lemon cheesecake! The balance of fat and sugar in this tasty treat 
meets the dietary needs of a Griffle 
 
 



Punctuation and Grammar 
guidance 

Please find below a grid of information detailing the basic forms of word class which your child will be taught 

throughout the year or previous learning they will consolidate.  

Word Class Definition Example 

Adjectives Adjectives describe a noun. 
The cheese was rather smelly. 

The pancakes were hot and delicious. 

Adverbs 

Adverbs describe verbs and 
adjectives. 

They tell us when, where, how, 
how often and how much 

something is. 

She laughed loudly. 
We are always told to eat healthily. 
We sometimes go to the shops by car. 

I will meet them later. 

Conjunctions 
Conjunctions join sentences or 

clauses. 
The sweets were sour but tasty. 

I used my banknote because I had no change. 

Expanded noun 
phrase 

Expanded noun phrases are made 
up of one noun and at least one 

adjective. If more than one 
adjective is used to describe the 
noun, they are usually separated 

by a comma. 

Once upon a time, there lived a little old 

woman. 

I would never spend the night in a creepy, 

haunted house. 
 

Nouns 
Nouns are the names of people, 

animals, things and places. 

I sat at my table. 
I love to eat apples. 

My teacher is called Mrs. Thomas. 
I wear a tie to school every day. 

Pronouns 
Pronouns take the place of a 

noun. 
I bought a pet tortoise. 

She played football every week. 

Proper Nouns 

Proper nouns are the names of 
specific people, things and places. 
They always start with a capital 

letter. 

I am going to Germany with Alice on Friday. 

Verb 

Verbs can be action words, e.g. 
dancing, to think or said. 

They can also show a state of 
being, e.g. is, am, was or were. 
Every sentence needs a verb. 

She ran to school. 
They had a really good time talking to each 

other. 

 



Recommended Texts 
We know that choosing books for your Year 4 reader can be very tricky. When on the hunt 
for challenging texts it can be all too easy to direct them to young adult fiction – where the 
themes may not be appropriate.  
 
On the other hand, all too often children become ‘stuck’ in a book series, which, although 
they enjoy, no longer offers a suitable challenge. The Wimpy Kid book series (and other like 
it) which may have suited the younger lower KS2 reader or really got them interested in 
books, no longer suits the pitch of Year 4 language acquisition.  
 
Some children also work their way through only one type of story (Jacqueline Wilson real life 
and tragedy or diary style books) without being exposed to a wide variety of other genres. 
Books from many different genres expose them to wider variety of language and book 
structures too!  
 
The books below have also been chosen to support the English curriculum of Year 4 at Holy 
Rood.  Many of the books below are held within our school library and class book corners, 
however you may want to purchase one or two (or loan them from Watford Central 
Library) to support your child’s reading development at home too!  
 
 

Fantasy and Science Fiction 

The Firework Maker’s Daughter - Phillip Pullman 

The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone – J.K. Rowling 

Peter Pan in Scarlet - Geraldine McCaughrean 

The Wooden Horse - Geraldine McCaughrean 

Mission to Marathon – Geoffrey Trease 

The Dream Master - Theresa Breslin 

Aquila - Andrew Norriss 

The Widow’s Broom - Chris Van Allsburg 

Dragon’s Child - Jenny Nimmo 

Seth and the Strangers - Jenny Nimmo 

Charlie and The Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl 

James and The Giant Peach – Roald Dahl 

 

Historical Settings 

Street Child - Berlie Doherty 

Across the Roman Wall - Theresa Breslin 

The Time Travelling Cat - Julia Jarman 



The Roman Eagle - Julia Jarman 

The Tudor Treasure - Julia Jarman 

The Egyptian Goddess - Julia Jarman 

The Aztec Sacrifice - Julia Jarman 

The Viking Terror - Julia Jarman 

Roger’s War - Robert Swindells 

Meet me by the steelmen - Teresa Tomlinson  

 

Settings – Other Countries 

Jane & Lewis Kurtz E.B. Mamo on The Mountain – (Ethopia) 

The true story of Balto - Natalie Staniford (Arctic) 

Anna Hibiscus – Atinuke (Nigeria) 

The Big Book of Betsey Biggalow - Malorie Blackman (West Indies) 

Sophie and the Albino Camel - Stephen Davies (Sahara Desert) 

Elephant child – Mary Ellis (an unnamed African savannah) 

Grandpa’s Indian Summer - Jamila Gavin (India) 

The Colour of Home – Mary Hoffman (Somalia) 

A Fistful of Pearls and Other Tales from Iraq – Elizabeth Laird 

 

Real Life Issues 

The Angel of Nitshill Road – Anne Fine (Bullying) 

Secret Friends - Elizabeth Laird (Bullying/Peer Pressure) 

The Forbidden Game – Malorie Blackman (Bullying) 

The Widow’s Broom - Chris Van Allsburg (Prejudice) 

Prosper’s Mountain - Henrietta Branford (Being Misunderstood 

Rat heaven - Jeanne Willis (Different points of view) 

Voices in the Park – Anthony Browne (Different points of view) 

Dear Mrs LaRue; Letters from Obedience School - Mark Teague (Being misunderstood)  

Big Ben - Rachel Anderson (Disability)  

Fred – Posy Simmonds (Bereavement) 

All the books on the list above have been read, checked and deemed appropriate by the Year 4 

teaching team. 

 

If you want to ensure that other books your child may 

select at bookshops are suitable for your child, we 

recommend the website ‘Common Sense Media’ a not 

for profit website that reviews and provides ratings for all forms of media and technology 

with the goal of providing information on their suitability for children and young people.  


